STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

Clay County Commissioner Paul Sinders shared comments regarding the deployment of the 138th to Iraq.  Paul referred to these brave soldiers as our local heroes.

Charlie Brown led the Pledge to the Flag, followed with prayer by Paul Sinders.

Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh called the January 5, 2009 meeting of the Clay County Commissioners to order at 9:00 AM.  Those present included Commissioners Charlie Brown, Jack Withers, and Paul Sinders.  Also attending were Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, and Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Auditor of Clay County who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Auditor Alumbaugh asked for nominations for President.  Paul Sinders nominated Charlie Brown to serve as Commissioner’s President for 2009.  The nomination was seconded by Jack Withers.  3 ayes 

The meeting was then turned over to President Charlie Brown, who called for nominations for Vice-President.  Mr. Brown nominated Paul Sinders, and Jack Withers seconded the nomination.  3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Paul Sinders made a motion to approve the minutes from the December 1, 2008 regular Meeting, and the December 23, 2008 Special Meeting. Motion seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION 

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION FOR 

COUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE

COMMUNITY OF CLAY COUNTY, INDIANA

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF

COMMISSIONERS, THAT LES WALDEN HAS SERVED THE PEOPLE

OF CLAY COUNTY, INDIANA THROUGH VARIOUS

ORGANIZATIONS AND GOVERNMENT OFFICE;

AND WHEREAS, THE CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF

COMMISSIONERS IS GRATEFUL FOR HIS SERVICE AND

FRIENDSHIP BEYOND WHAT WORDS CAN EXPRESS;

AND WHEREAS, THE PEOPLE OF THIS COMMUNITY,

ESPECIALLY WAR VETERANS, BENEFITTED FROM THE

DEDICATION OF LES WALDEN’S EXTRAORDINARY SERVICE

TO OTHERS;

IT IS NOW PROCLAIMED BY THE CLAY COUNTY BOARD

OF COMMISSIONERS THAT THIS CERTIFICATE 

OF APPRECIATION BE PRESENTED TO ANN WALDEN, THE

WIDOW OF LES WALDEN AND THAT LES WALDEN

POSTHUMOUSLY BE NAMED HONORARY CHAIMAN OF ALL 

FUTURE VETERAN’S DAY PROGRAMS PRESENTED BY THE

CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS.

Presented this 5th day of January, 2009


Clarles Brown /s/



Jack R. Withers /s/





Charles Brown, President


Jack R. Withers, Board Member





Paul R. Sinders /s/





Paul R. Sinders, Vice President

This certificate was read aloud by Paul Sinders, and presented to Ann Walden.


IN THE MATTER OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Emergency Management Director Bryan Husband appeared before the executive to report the 800 mhz radios have been received, and are to be distributed after training is complete.
IN THE MATTER OF COMMISSIONER TAX SALE

Jim Hughes of SRI appeared before the Commissioners with information on conducting a Commissioner’s Sale of the 123 properties on which the Commissioners hold tax sale certificates.  The Commissioners can now sell for less than the minimum bid.  This proposed sale must be advertised three times and held within 30 days of the last date of advertising.  The sale could be held as early as March 10, 2009.

Jim suggested the proposed sale be offered on the internet, with an access point made available to those locally interested in bidding.  He suggested that the on line sale period be from two to four weeks.  The cost of the sale comes from the proceeds of the sale.  SRI charges 10%.

Charlie Brown stated that he would like a work session to grasp all o the implications of this proposed sale.  Paul Sinders also echoed those feelings.

Jack Withers stated that all property owners should be paying their taxes, with no exceptions.

The Commissioners will meet in special session on January 20, 2009, at 1:00 p.m. to discuss this matter.

Jeff Kemper of SRI then spoke briefly to the body about their company handling the sale of surplus property.  They do offer this service through internet sales.  This matter was also added to the special meeting agenda.
IN THE MATTER OF JAIL AND COURTHOUSE MAINTENANCE AGREEMENTS

Maintenance agreements for both the jail and courthouse have been reviewed by the Commissioners.  

Paul Sinders made a motion to approve, subject to review by Attorney, the Clay County Justice Center 2009 Preventive Maintenance agreement in the amount of $20,000.00.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers, motion carried 3 ayes.

Paul Sinders made a motion to approve, subject to review by Attorney, the Clay County Courthouse 2009 Preventive Maintenance agreement in the amount of $4,600.00.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers, motion carried 3 ayes.
Paul Sinders made a motion to approve, subject Council funding and review by Attorney, the purchase and installation of Neptune Glycol Feeder in the amount of $14,900.00.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers, motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF HIGHWAY BIDS FOR 2009

Attorney Eric Somheil suggested that the requirement for either a bid bond or cashiers check, which was a part of the materials bid for 2009, be recinded.

A motion to return the bonds and checks received on all material bids opened at the December 1, 2008 meeting was made by Jack Withers, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

A motion to accept all bids as submitted was made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

(the bids appear at the end of the December 1, 2008 minutes)

IN THE MATTER OF NEW SHERIFF CARS

Sheriff Mike Heaton appeared before the Commissioner’s requesting approval to order the new Sheriff cars approved for 3 year lease in the 2009 budget.
A motion to allow the sheriff to order the vehicles with the lease to be approved by the Commissioner’s at the time of delivery, was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF IDOT REIMBURSEMENT

A contract from IDOT for reimbursement for oil on frontage road was presented for Commissioner’s signature.

A motion to approve, subject to attorney approval was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF REPLACEMENT OF BRIDGE #95

Charlie Brown stated that he would like to obtain quotes for the replacement of Bridge #95.

Charlie Brown made a motion to declare the replacement of Bridge #95 an emergency, due to traffic safety.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF APPOINTMENTS FOR 2009
Charlie Brown made a motion to appoint Jim Hicks, and Mindy Litz to the PTABOA.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers, and carried 3 ayes.
Paul Sinders made a motion to appoint Tom Ames and Jan Howell to the Clay County Redevelopment Commission, with a third appointment to be made at a later date.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers, and carried 3 ayes.

Paul Sinders made a motion to appoint John Turner as the E-911 Coordinator.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers, and carried 3 ayes.

A motion to appoint Jack Withers to Sycamore Trails was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

A motion was made by Paul Sinders to appoint Charlie Brown to the WIPIC Board, seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

A motion to appoint Paul Sinders to the Personnel Committee was made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

Charlie Brown made a motion to appoint Robert Longo to the ABC Board, seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.

Charlie Brown announced that there have been three applicants for the position of Veteran Service Officer.  These applicants will be interviewed, and an appointment will be made at a later date.

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY OWNED MINERAL RIGHTS

Mr. Ted Carney of Piper Services appeared before the Commissioners with information about the County ownership of certain mineral rights.  Hid company had plans to drill for natural gas on the property, and will be offering to lease these properties.  There will be a lease bonus signing, and royalties on any natural gas discovered.  They are unable to begin drilling until all leases have been signed.

Mr. Carney will meet with the Attorney to review the proposed lease agreement, and will return at the Special Meeting on January 20, 2009.

IN THE MATTER OF 2009 HEALTH FAIR FOR EMPLOYEES

Insurance representative Dale Loughmiller appeared before the Commissioners’ regarding a health fair for employees.  The 2008 fair was a success, and he would like to look toward holding one in 2009 during good weather.  He will keep the Commissioners informed of available tests, and make plans for a date.

IN THE MATTER OF AMBULANCE SERVICE

Bill Monce appeared before the Commissioners and questioned the availability of Ambulance service to the northern part of the County.  Mr. Monce will give Charlie Brown specific dates and times when service has not been available, and Charlie will follow up with Transcare.
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT
There being no other business, a motion to adjourn was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 3 ayes.
  








___________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Board of Commissioners of Clay County
Attest:
_____________________________
Clay County Auditor
